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A judge may be subject to disciplinary action, including removal, on the ground of misconduct. 


A judge may be subject to disciplinary action, including removal, on the ground of misconduct.! Whether an act constitutes 


judicial misconduct must be determined from the facts surrounding the act, the nature of the act, and intention.” 


Misconduct may be required to have direct relation to, and be connected with, the performance of official duties? and 
amount either to maladministration’ or to willful and intentional neglect to discharge the duties of the office. However, gross 


misconduct,° or conduct involving moral turpitude, ’ will warrant removal even if such conduct is not connected with the office 
or does not arise out of official duties. In any event, conduct which does not rise to the level of misconduct is not ground for 


discipline on such grounds.® 


CUMULATIVE SUPPLEMENT 
Cases: 


Judge's public comments can themselves constitute misconduct if they are sufficiently rude, derogatory, or intemperate. In re 
Complaint of Judicial Misconduct, 761 F.3d 1097 (9th Cir. 2014). 
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Moral turpitude 

(1) "Moral turpitude," in the context of judicial misconduct, includes, but is not limited to, actions which 
involve interference with the administration of justice, misrepresentation, fraud, deceit, bribery, extortion, 
or other such actions which bring the judiciary into disrepute. 
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(2) "Moral turpitude," in the context of judicial misconduct, must involve some immorality, and it must cross 
the line from simple negligence or mistake, to willful conduct which takes advantage of a judge's position 
for greed or other inappropriate motives; a willful subversion of justice merits harsher punishment. 
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